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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) "13-6.8 and 13-46 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. The amendment filed 2/23/04 has been 
entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the 
United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

3. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 12, 21-28, 32-33, 37-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Bayless et al (61921 18 B1). 

4. Regarding claim 1, note in Bayless et al: Figure 6, Figure 14, column 2 lines 3-8, 
15-20, and 53-63. Note the visual user interface for a telephony device with a screen 



Application/Control Number: 09/383,038 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

display. This has a display screen with an application program selection area (Figure 6 
and column 12 lines 58-65) including controls, a call slip user interface for telephone 
line state information (column 2 lines 37-45 for example), a user input device to select 
display elements (column 9 lines 7-10), and a customizable area (Figure 18, Figures 30- 
31, column 19 lines 25-46). The customizable area includes a data/time pane (Figure 
18 and Figure 34), the branding pane (Figures 30-31 show pane windows selected off 
the customizable area which customize the individual directory and show brand 
graphics), a message pane for displaying email, answering machine or FAX messages 
(Figure 34, column 24 lines 40-64), and a task pane (Figure 18) for enabling a user to 
select an online directory (column 19 lines 27-39, column 17 lines 30-36) and an email 
service (column 12 lines 54-65), or a speed dial or notetaking service (Figure 18) via the 
telephony device . 

6. Regarding claim 3, as shown above in Figures 18 and 34, the customizable 
areas have interface panes that display user elements of a corresponding application 
program. 

7. Regarding claim 4, see Figure 34 and column 24 lines 40-64. The message 
usage pane shows interface elements depicting the type of message. 

8. Regarding claims 5-6, the icons in the message pane reflect the status such as 
that the message was received. See column 2 lines 58-62, column 25 lines 40-50. 
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These icons are user interface controls and initiate a message viewer. See column 25 
lines 12-15. 

9. Regarding claim 8, this shows the same features as claims 1 and 3 and is 
rejected for the same reasons. Note thus how the branding area is operable to allow a 
user to connect online, with the brand graphic being associated with the connection site 
(column 19 lines 27-39, column 17 lines 30-36). 

10. Regarding claims 12 and 21 and 46, these show the same features as claim 8 
and are rejected for the same reasons. Note also the customizable elements. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 22, note again the email element (Figure 34, column 24 lines 
40-64). 

12. Regarding claim 23, note again the branding pane area (Figures 30-31 as 
explained in paragraph 4 of this Office Action). 

1 3. Regarding claims 24-27, see again lines 6-8 of paragraph 4 of this Office Action 
and note those features are described in Bayless et al and are rejected for the same 
reasons. 
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14. Regarding claim 28, state changes are communicated and information is 
accordingly updated (column 26 lines 37-65 for example). 

15. Claims 32-33 and 37-45 show the same features as claims 8, 12-18 and are 
rejected for the same reasons. 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

17. Claims 13-20, 29-31, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bayless et al (6192118 B1) and Prinzing (6496202) 

18. Regarding claim 13, in addition to the aforementioned, Bayless et al do not go 
into the details of the programming interface being programmatic, to allow actual 
programming changes, but do mention the flexibility of customization. Furthermore, 
Prinzing show a programmatic programming interface that allows actual programming 
changes, for flexibility of customization (Figures 1 , 6, column 5 lines 5-40, column 6 
lines 50-66, column 8 lines 3-15 and 32-47). It would have been obvious to a person 
with ordinary skill in the art to have the programming interface in Bayless et al be 
programmatic, because it would allow flexibility in customization. 
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19. Claims 14-18 show the same features as claim 13 and 3-6 and are rejected for 
the same reasons. 

20. Regarding claim 19, in addition to the aforementioned, note that the 
programming shell structure is mentioned as well as being implicit. See Prinzing 
column 8 lines 10-41). 

21 . Claims 20, 29-31 , and 34-36 show the same features as mentioned in the 
preceding claims 13-19 and are rejected for the same reasons. 

22. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

23. With respect to the comments on Bayless et al, the online and email service are 
shown in the aforecited passages as shown above. The branding pane, as recited, is 
shown in the aforecited passages. Note also that an email element may be any 
element associated with an emailing function or operation. Note also the visual 
indications in Bayless et al. Email messages indeed may be composed on Bayless et 
al. Applicant is invited to contact Examiner to discuss claim interpretation in view of the 
references. 
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24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Steven P Sax whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9582. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). ^ 



